PRECEDENT: SUMMARY JUDGMENT (Judge's Summons under Order 16 of the High Court Rules 2007)
Use: the defendant has entered appearance (and perhaps filed a defence), but the plaintiff says there is no real defence to the claim, typically a debt or loan that is clearly due; the plaintiff asks for judgment without a full trial.
Documents: (1) Judge's Summons, (2) Affidavit in Support (verifying the claim), (3) Exhibit cover sheet. Everything in red [brackets] must be replaced. The comments in the margin explain the key paragraphs; delete them before filing.
Prepared by P.S. Vandi & Associates from a past filing. Names, addresses, numbers and facts have been changed or removed.
────────────────────────────────────────
[C.C. ___/20__]    [20__ (LETTER) No. __]

IN THE HIGH COURT OF SIERRA LEONE
(GENERAL CIVIL DIVISION)

BETWEEN:
[NAME OF PLAINTIFF]  -  PLAINTIFF/APPLICANT
[ADDRESS]

AND

[NAME OF DEFENDANT]  -  DEFENDANT/RESPONDENT
[ADDRESS]

JUDGE'S SUMMONS

LET ALL PARTIES CONCERNED ATTEND the Judge in Chambers sitting at the Law Courts Building, Siaka Stevens Street, Freetown on [DAY] the [__] day of [MONTH] 20[__] at [__] o'clock in the forenoon or so soon thereafter as Counsel may be heard, on the hearing of an application on behalf of the Plaintiff/Applicant for the following Orders:
1.	That pursuant to Order 16 [rule(s) __] of the High Court Rules 2007, Judgment be entered for the Plaintiff/Applicant against the Defendant/Respondent for the reliefs claimed in the Writ of Summons dated the [__] day of [MONTH] 20[__], namely:	Comment by P.S. Vandi & Associates: SUMMARY JUDGMENT. Order 16 of the High Court Rules 2007 concerns summary judgment. Its purpose is not to hold a mini-trial but to see whether there are triable issues (Air Cote d'Ivoire v Ibeachusi Okechukwu (CIV APP 89 of 2017) [2018] SLCA 1280); the court assesses whether there is a defence on the merits with a prospect of success (Bright v Bright (CIV APP 61 of 2008) [2012] SLCA 16). Insert the rule(s) of Order 16 relied on after checking the Rules.
(a)  the sum of [Le ___] being [money lent to the Defendant and due for repayment on (date)];
(b)  interest on the said sum at such rate and for such period as this Honourable Court may deem fit and just.
2.	Any further or other order(s) that this Honourable Court may deem fit and just.	Comment by P.S. Vandi & Associates: OMNIBUS PRAYER. If the court finds a triable issue on part of the claim, it can give judgment for the rest and send the remainder to trial, or give the defendant conditional leave to defend.
3.	That the costs of this application be borne by the Defendant/Respondent.
AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that at the hearing of this application it is intended to use the Affidavit of [NAME OF PLAINTIFF] sworn to on the [__] day of [MONTH] 20[__], together with the exhibits attached thereto and filed herewith.

DATED this [__] day of [MONTH] 20[__].

……………………………………………
P.S. VANDI & ASSOCIATES
SOLICITORS FOR THE PLAINTIFF/APPLICANT

TO:
The Master and Registrar, High Court, Law Courts Building, Siaka Stevens Street, Freetown.
AND TO: [NAME OF COUNSEL], [ADDRESS OF CHAMBERS], Solicitors for the Defendant/Respondent.

THIS JUDGE'S SUMMONS IS FILED BY P.S. VANDI & ASSOCIATES, [ADDRESS OF CHAMBERS], SOLICITORS FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE PLAINTIFF/APPLICANT HEREIN.


[C.C. ___/20__]    [20__ (LETTER) No. __]

IN THE HIGH COURT OF SIERRA LEONE
(GENERAL CIVIL DIVISION)

BETWEEN:
[NAME OF PLAINTIFF]  -  PLAINTIFF/APPLICANT
[ADDRESS]

AND

[NAME OF DEFENDANT]  -  DEFENDANT/RESPONDENT
[ADDRESS]

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF JUDGE'S SUMMONS

I, [NAME OF PLAINTIFF], of [ADDRESS], in the [DISTRICT / WESTERN AREA] of the Republic of Sierra Leone, [OCCUPATION], make oath and say as follows:
1.	That I am the Plaintiff/Applicant herein and I am duly authorised to make this affidavit.	Comment by P.S. Vandi & Associates: STANDING. For summary judgment the affidavit should come from someone who can personally verify the debt: the plaintiff, or an officer of a plaintiff company who has the records.
2.	That the facts deposed to herein are within my own knowledge, save where otherwise stated, in which case I state the source of my information and belief.	Comment by P.S. Vandi & Associates: SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE (omnibus clause). The facts verifying the claim should be within the deponent's own knowledge; where a fact comes from someone else, give the source (Kabia v Conteh, 1964-66 ALR S.L. 354, SLCA).
3.	That on the [__] day of [MONTH] 20[__] I lent the Defendant/Respondent the sum of [Le ___], repayable on or before the [__] day of [MONTH] 20[__]. A photocopy of [the loan agreement / the Defendant's written acknowledgement / the receipt] is now shown to me and marked Exhibit "[INITIALS] 1".	Comment by P.S. Vandi & Associates: VERIFYING THE CLAIM (key evidence). Set out the debt precisely: when and how the money was lent, the amount, the agreed repayment date, any part payments, and the balance. Exhibit the agreement, receipts, acknowledgements and demand letters. A claim supported by the defendant's own written acknowledgement is the strongest case for summary judgment.
4.	That the date for repayment has passed and the Defendant/Respondent has [paid nothing / paid only Le ___], leaving the sum of [Le ___] due and owing.
5.	That I demanded payment by letter dated the [__] day of [MONTH] 20[__], but the Defendant/Respondent has not paid. A photocopy of the said letter is now shown to me and marked Exhibit "[INITIALS] 2".
6.	That I commenced this action by Writ of Summons issued on the [__] day of [MONTH] 20[__], and the Defendant/Respondent entered appearance on the [__] day of [MONTH] 20[__]. Photocopies of the Writ of Summons and of the Appearance are now shown to me and marked Exhibits "[INITIALS] 3" and "[INITIALS] 4".
7.	That I verily believe that the Defendant/Respondent has no defence to this action. [IF A DEFENCE HAS BEEN FILED OR AN EXCUSE GIVEN: The Defence filed on (date) does not deny the loan or its amount; it states only that (summary), which is not a defence to the claim.]	Comment by P.S. Vandi & Associates: NO DEFENCE (key evidence). State your belief that there is no defence, and, where a defence has been filed or a reason for non-payment has been given, explain why it raises no triable issue (e.g. it admits the debt and only pleads inability to pay). A bare statement of belief is weaker than one that answers the defendant's actual points.
8.	That it is in the interests of justice that Judgment be entered as prayed.	Comment by P.S. Vandi & Associates: CLOSING (omnibus) CLAUSES. Standard closing paragraphs; they add no evidence of their own.
9.	That the contents of this affidavit are true to the best of my knowledge, information and belief.
10.	That I make this affidavit in support of the application herein.

……………………………………………
DEPONENT

SWORN at the Law Courts Building, Freetown
this [__] day of [MONTH] 20[__]
at [__] o'clock in the [fore/after]noon
BEFORE ME:

……………………………………………
A COMMISSIONER FOR OATHS

THIS AFFIDAVIT IS FILED BY P.S. VANDI & ASSOCIATES, [ADDRESS OF CHAMBERS], SOLICITORS FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE PLAINTIFF/APPLICANT HEREIN.


[C.C. ___/20__]    [20__ (LETTER) No. __]

IN THE HIGH COURT OF SIERRA LEONE
(GENERAL CIVIL DIVISION)

BETWEEN:
[NAME OF PLAINTIFF]  -  PLAINTIFF/APPLICANT
[ADDRESS]

AND

[NAME OF DEFENDANT]  -  DEFENDANT/RESPONDENT
[ADDRESS]

THIS IS THE PHOTOCOPY OF THE DOCUMENT REFERRED TO IN THE AFFIDAVIT OF [NAME OF PLAINTIFF] SWORN TO ON THE [__] DAY OF [MONTH] 20[__] AND MARKED EXHIBIT "[INITIALS] [No.]".	Comment by P.S. Vandi & Associates: EXHIBIT COVER SHEET. One sheet per exhibit, marked to match the affidavit. The commissioner for oaths signs each one.

BEFORE ME:
……………………………………………
A COMMISSIONER FOR OATHS




